70                         A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

Devil, that indeed the pagan worship consisted much
in sorcery and magic, conjurings, invocation of
devils, and raising evil spirits: by these the rites
and ceremonies of paganism were supported. It is
said of the famous champion of the Christian religion,
Athanasius, that he understood all the mysteries of
the pagan theology; but we are not come to that
length in our inquiries yet.

The Devil had a great many good reasons to be-
friend the pagan worship, rather than the Christian;
for that indeed the substance of paganism was a
diabolical system in itself, and to worship the
heathen gods, was essentially to worship the Devil,
as we shall see in its place.

We must observe here, that the curiosity of man
in the most early times was never fully gratified
but when his understanding was as it were con-
founded, when he was under some astonishment
and surprise, at seeing or hearing some strange
thing. The Pharisees, when they were attacking
our Saviour, as they almost were always, and when
as theythought, they insulted him, asked him, What
sign dost thou shew, that thou doest such things as
these 9

And in other places it is said, when he did per-
form some miraculous things, they were astonished
at him; astonishment introduces silence; men are
first amazed, and have nothing to say, and then
nature dictates credulity as the consequence, viz.,,
that when they are thus surprised with wonder,
they should consequently believe the person who so
astonished them with his miracles; though, by the
way, it was not always so with the Jews, for ^they
were amazed, and yet did not believe neither \ in
which they were something of kin to an unbelieving
Christian in our town, of ecclesiastic fame too, who
says he wonders and is astonished at the majesty of
the Scripture styles and yet does not believe a word